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the book of exodus

CHAPTERS 35-40

introduction


The book climaxes with the descending of the pillar of cloud and fire over the tabernacle which God gave the blueprint and instructed Moses to build.  The children of Israel were not very far from the Promised Land. Their faith in the LORD their God would soon be tested when they left Mount Sinai. At the foot of this mountain, God had prepared His people to enter into the Promised Land. Until they received from Him the revelation of His power, uniqueness, faithfulness, holiness and His grace and mercy, they were not ready yet. There were many more situations ahead that they had to trust and obey God.


In this section, God gave specific instructions for the building of the tabernacle. He had already appointed the two chief craftsmen, Bezaleel and Aholiab, to work on the objects of the tabernacle. They needed many precious materials and skilled workers. What happened provides many lessons that we can apply in our lives today.

outline

A.
The Keeping of the Sabbath was 
Rehearsed Before the 
Construction of the Tabernacle           
(35:1-3).

1.  Moses gathered all the children of Israel reminding them to keep the Word of the LORD (v.1).

2.  Keeping the Sabbath was rehearsed (v.2).

3.  The lighting of fire was prohibited (v.3).

B.
The Call for Contributions to 
Build the Tabernacle (35:4-29).

1.  Moses called the children of Israel to contribute towards the building of the tabernacle (35:4-19).

a.  The offering to the LORD must be of a freewill gift  (vv.4-5).

b.  The gifts of precious metals and stones, and dyes (vv.6-10).

c.  The gifts for the tent, coverings, the furniture (vv.11-18).

d.  The cloths for the holy garments (v.19).

2.  The children of Israel brought their gifts and offerings (35:20-29).

a.  The children of Israel were moved to give willingly (vv.20-21).

b.  The men and the women willingly brought their gifts (vv.22-25).

c.  The women were moved to spin the goats’ hair (v.26).

d.  The rulers gave precious stones, spices and oil (vv.27-29).

C.
The Master Craftsmen (35:30-
36:7).

1.  Moses announced to the children of Israel the master craftsmen whom the LORD had appointed (35:30-35).

a.  Bezaleel was appointed to work on the metals, stones and wood (35:30-33).

b.  Bezaleel would also teach Aholiab to work on the engraving, embroidery and all other intricate work (35:34-35).

2.  Moses gave final instructions (36:1-7).

a.  Bezaleel and Aholiab gathered all the skilled workers (v.1).

b.  Moses gave them the contributions of the people (vv.2-4).

c.  The contributions from the people were overwhelming that they exceeded the requirement (v.5).

d.  Moses instructed the people to stop giving (vv.6-7).

D.
The Construction of the 
Tabernacle (36:8-39:43).

1.  The Tabernacle and its furniture (36:8-38:31).

a.  The covering curtains (36:8-19).

b.  The boards for the tabernacle (36:20-34).

c.  The veil (36:35-36).

d.  The hanging for the tabernacle door (36:37-38).

e.  The ark (37:1-5).

f.  The mercy-seat (37:6-9).

g.  The table of shewbread (37:10-16).

h.  The lampstand (37:17-24).

i.  The incense altar (37:25-28).

j.  The anointing oil (37:29).

k.  The altar of burnt offering (38:1-7).

l.  The laver (38:8).

m.  The courtyard hangings and pillars (38:9-20).

n.  The cost of making all the above (38:21-31).

2.  The priestly garments (39:1- 32).

a.  The ephod (vv.1-3).

b.  The shoulderpieces (v.4).

c.  The girdle (v.5).

d.  The setting of the onyx stones (vv.6-7).

e.  The breastplate (vv.8-21).

f.  The robe of the ephod (vv.22-26).

g.  The coats (v.27).

h.  The mitre (vv.28-29).

i.  The plate of holy crown (vv.30-31).

3.  The completion of making the tabernacle and the holy garments (39:32).

4.  They brought the tabernacle to Moses and all its furniture, hangings and garments (39:33-42).

5.  Moses blessed them (39:43).

E.
The LORD Commanded the 
Erection of the Tabernacle (40:1-
33).

1.  The LORD gave specific instructions to Moses to erect the tabernacle (vv.1-15).

a.  Instructions concerning order and positions of the furniture (vv.3-7).

b.  Erection of the court round about (v.8).

c.  Anointing of the tabernacle and all furniture (vv.9-11).

d.  Preparation of Aaron and his sons—washing, clothing, anointing (vv.12-15).

2.  Moses did according to the commandments of the LORD (vv.16-33).

F.
The Appearance of the Presence 
of the LORD God (40:34-38).

1.  A cloud covered the tent and the glory of God filled the tabernacle (v.34).

2.  Moses could not even enter the tent of the congregation (v.35).

3.  The cloud guided them in their future journeys (vv. 36-37).

4.  The cloud was the pillar of cloud and fire (v.38).

commentary

Keeping the Sabbath

Moses gathered all the congregation of the children of Israel together and reminded them to keep the LORD’S commandments, in particular, the Sabbath.  Six days they could work but the Sabbath belonged to God and they were to rest to the LORD. Anyone who broke the Sabbath would be put to death. It was and always would be a serious offence to disobey God. A specific situation was given: the children of Israel should not kindle a fire on the Sabbath. To kindle a fire would require them to collect wood and start a fire. This would take time and involve work. The LORD had commanded them to have a rest on the Sabbath unto Him.  The Sabbath had been the time the LORD called His people to bring their sacrifices and offerings to worship Him.  The Israelites were a stiff-necked people, proud and stubborn. They must be repeatedly told to do what they ought to do. Indeed, like the children of Israel, all men are the same, stiff-necked, proud, rebellious and disobedient to God. Men would rather do their own thing in their own way for themselves.


Materials for the Tabernacle


Moses spoke on behalf of the LORD to the children of Israel that a collection of the precious materials would be made towards the building of the tabernacle. The people were invited to contribute. They were to give “of a willing heart,” and out of a sense of obligation or duty. Anyone could give. There was no mention how much or how little as long as each gave willingly and not grudgingly. God loves to get His people involved in His work. Of course, God could miraculously by His word speak forth the existence of the tabernacle and all the things therein, like the way He did at the dawn of creation. But He chose not to do so. He gave man the opportunity, the privilege, the joy and the satisfaction of working with Him. Not only did God invited the people to freely and willingly contribute the materials, He blessed Bezaleel, Aholiab and all those who volunteered with the necessary skills, wisdom, understanding and knowledge to do the intricate work. The women also did their part (35:25, 26).    

Oversubscribed


The Israelites’ response was exemplary. Their contributions were overwhelming. The precious metals and stones, the cloths and animals skins, oil and other things contributed exceeded the requirements. This is a shining testimony of their love for the LORD. It was an expression of their thanksgiving unto the LORD. Their action honoured the LORD. That is the way every Christian should show his love and gratitude to God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. It is God’s way that His people supplied the many and various needs of the church, which He bought with His precious blood. The church should emulate the Israelites here. Paul, in his second letter to the Corinthians, encouraged them to give willingly and cheerfully to the work of advancing the kingdom of God. Paul pointed out that this is honouring and glorifying to God. Paul further reasoned that God would multiply the resources of the giver who gave of a willing heart so that he will abound in this grace! The LORD our God is no debtor to anyone. He is a giving God. Has He not given His Son, Jesus Christ to us that we might have the forgiveness of sin and the gift of eternal life in Him? The LORD our God be praised. A Christian, who expects God to be generous to him, must be generous towards God and His work.

God Dwelt in the Midst of His People


Having made all the materials necessary for the tabernacle according to God’s specifications, the Israelites brought them to Moses. Moses blessed them. The LORD commanded Moses to erect the tabernacle on “the first day of the first month”. Moses carried out the LORD’S commandments to the letter.  That is the salient character trait of Moses: unquestionable obedience to God. 


The order of setting up the tabernacle according to the commandment of the LORD: first the boards of the tabernacle; then the curtains covering it; the placement of the ark and the mercy seat in the most holy place; the veil separating the most holy place and the holy place; the table of shewbread on the north side; the lampstand on the south side; the lamps were lighted; the golden altar of incense before the veil, and incense was offered; the hangings of the door of the tabernacle; then the brazen altar of burnt offering by the entrance of the tent, and the burnt offering and meat offering were sacrificed upon it; the setting up of the laver between the tabernacle and the brazen altar, and was filled with water for washing.


Moses, Aaron and his sons washed their hands and feet at the laver. They then entered the tabernacle and approached the altar as the LORD had commanded. After that they erected the court round about the tabernacle and the brazen altar. They set up the hanging of the “court gate.” Moses completed the work.


Then the cloud covered the tabernacle and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. Moses could not even enter the tabernacle. This cloud is the pillar of cloud by day and fire by night. It displayed the presence of God in their midst. When the cloud was taken up from the tabernacle, the Israelites journeyed on to the place where the cloud stood. God promised Moses that He would lead them. The tabernacle provided the avenue of communicating with God through a mediator, presently, Moses.

summary


Exodus teaches many things. God revealed so much of His attributes and character. We have no excuse for not knowing God. If we have read and diligently studied the Word, we will know the mind and heart of the LORD our God. We can better relate with Him in a manner that is pleasing and acceptable in His sight. There is no other way in approaching other than the way He has shown us.  


We also learn about the character of man. The Egyptians were rebellious and arrogant. They were the enemies of God. They opposed God and they met their death. The gods they worshipped were powerless and hopeless before the Almighty Yahweh, the one true and living God. The Israelites were a stiff-necked people as described by the LORD—stubborn and disobedient. They did not often show remembrance of what God had done for them. Imagine they forgot so soon what God had done for them in Egypt. They constantly grumbled and murmured against Moses and the LORD at the slightest difficulty and hardship. They lacked faith and trust in the LORD.


We learn also from some individuals, like Moses, Aaron and Joshua. Although not much is mentioned about Joshua, we learn that he was a good military man. He was obedient and was faithful to Moses, his leader. Aaron pictures a leader who was weak and who feared man more than God. Moses, on the other hand, stands out as a spiritual giant although he is the meekest. His implicit obedience and intimate relationship with the LORD is an example for every Christian. 
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daily readings & discussion questions
DAILY READINGS
Monday:  Exodus 35:1-3; Nehemiah 13:15-22

Tuesday: Exodus 35:4-29;  2 Corinthians 9: 5-11 

Wednesday: Exodus 36:1-7;  2 Corinthians 8:1-15

Thursday: Exodus 40:1-2; 17-33;  Hebrews 9:1-28

Friday:  Exodus 40:34-38;  Revelation 21:1-8

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.  Why you think that the children of Israel needed to be reminded to keep the Sabbath holy unto God?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
2.  How did the children of Israel respond to the call for precious materials and skilled workers for the building of the tabernacle?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
3.  God could have miraculously supplied all the materials for building the tabernacle, but He did not. What reason(s) can you think that God did the way He did? Is it better?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
4.  What does this section reveal to us about God? How does this revelation comfort and encourage us? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
5.  In what way is the tabernacle in Sinai not perfect?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
6.  What blessings did the children of Israel receive by being obedient to God?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
7.  How does Exodus reveal the following about God?
His power:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………
His faithfulness:

………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
His uniqueness:

………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
His jealousy:
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
His holiness:

………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
His desire for intimacy with humans:
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
His grace and mercy:

………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
8.  What do you learn about human nature from the following:

The Israelites:

………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
The Egyptians:

………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
Aaron:

………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
Moses:

………………………………………………
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
